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TO OPT-IN OR 
OPT-OUT OF OUR

MAILING LIST

CRC Resource Guide 
Care Resource Coordination
Crater Health District 

Care Resource Coordination (CRC) is a centered approach
to coordinated care. The CRC Services offer support to
Crater District clients, at no cost! We will make every effort to
connect you with available resources within one to two
business day. 

In this resource guide, you will find information on
employment and volunteer opportunities, resources and free
events that help protect the health and promote the well-
being of all people in the Crater Health District. If you would
like us to include your event, please send your flyer in a jpg
or png format, if possible, in an email to our District CRC no
later than a week before month end, to be included in the
following months guide. For more information, contact,
Melissa Perez Diggs, Care Resource Coordinator for the
Crater Health District at 804-382-2667 or
melissa.diggs@vdh.virginia.gov
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Elle Merkle our Overdose

Prevention Program Coordinator!

Jada Woodley our Community

Linkage to Care Coordinator!

Resource Spotlight

The holiday season brings a wide range of  emotions for the families we serve. Many experience joy and togetherness, while others are carrying grief, stress, financial strain, or memories that feel heavier this time of  year. 

HeLa cells are the first immortalized human cell line and have contributed
to some of  the most significant scientific breakthroughs of  the past
century, from the polio vaccine to cancer therapies and gene mapping. 

Those cells originated from Henrietta Lacks, an African American woman
from Roanoke, Virginia while undergoing cervical cancer treatment.
Unbenounced to her family Henrietta Lacks’ cells were unique, growing by
the millions, commercialized and distributed worldwide to researchers,
resulting in advances in medicine. It was not until 20 years after
Henrietta’s death that her family would learn how science retrieved her
cells and of her enormous contribution to medicine and humanity.                                                 

Did You Know?

(804) 704-7554
(804) 481-2042

jada.woodley@vdh.virginia.gov
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302 Halifax St. Petersburg VA

 Meet your Crater Health District Overdose and Prevention Team! 

Our overdose prevention team's goal is to reduce opioid-related deaths and support
individuals with Substance Use Disorder. The team provides: 

REVIVE! overdose prevention training with free Narcan/naloxone.
Health education regarding opioid prevention
Distributes fentanyl and xylazine test strips.
Community linkages to care including treatment services 
Peer Recovery Specialist Alliance Network.
Resource connections and collaborative partnerships.
Support for long-term recovery.

Their focus is on reducing barriers, increasing access to treatment and supporting long-term
recovery. If  you have questions about SUD, call the Petersburg Health Department at 804-
863-1652 or visit Crater Health District. If  you need more information about our Crater Health
District Overdose Prevention Team pls see there contact info below.

About Henrietta Lacks - Lacks Family

1920-1951

elle.merkle@vdh.virginia.gov

https://tinyurl.com/chdbewellresources
https://lacksfamily.com/her-story
https://lacksfamily.com/her-story
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https://redcap.vdh.virginia.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=9CYY33NMDFPNJ3JX
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CHD in the Community
On January 14th, the Crater Health District engaged the community at the Petersburg bus
station and surrounding areas. They distributed 38 Covid/flu tests, 43 condom packets, 9
syphilis self-test kits, 42 food boxes, and 5 Rapid REVIVE! training kits to support public

health initiatives and community health needs.



On January 20, the Crater Health District organized a wellness pop-up event in Pin
Oaks, Petersburg, distributing various health resources alongside other community

partners. They provided 47 COVID/Flu test kits, 33 condom packs, and 12 syphilis kits
to support community health initiatives. This event is part of  their ongoing efforts to
promote health education and provide essential health resources to the community. 
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On February 3rd, CHD and community partners visited Gillhaven Manor in Petersburg for
a wellness pop-up. We provide 36 Covid/flu test kits, 15 bags of  condoms, 11 syphilis self-

test kits, and 4 REVIVE! trainings to residents. We also were able to provide blood
pressure checks and teach residents proper handwashing techniques. 

On Valentine’s Day, February 14th, CHD and community partners held a Safe Love Caravan at
several shopping centers in Petersburg. We were able to distribute 21 at home syphilis test, 53

condom packs, 30 Feed More food boxes, 146 covid/flu tests kits and 4 
Rapid REVIVE! trainings.
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On February 4th, CHD hosted a wellness pop-up event at Richard Bland College to
connect with students and provide information on how to connect with a primary care

physician and become a Medical Reserve Corps member. We were also able to provide
65 COVID/Flu test kits, 71 packs of  condoms, 16 syphilis self-test kits, and 7 REVIVE!
trainings. Students were also able to get their blood pressure checked and receive an
adenosine triphosphate testing (ATP) demonstration. The demonstration was used to
show in real time the effectiveness of  cleaning and disinfecting practices while also

teaching them proper procedures for disinfecting personal use items. 



Looking for new employment
opportunities?

We are excited to announce that our Health District

has opened several additional job vacancies across

various programs. These new positions offer

excellent opportunities for individuals passionate

about making a difference in public health.

We encourage all qualified individuals to apply and
join our dedicated team in promoting and protecting

the health of our community.

Available positions can be found at:

https://www.jobs.virginia.gov/

Community Events
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Employment/Volunteer Opportunities 

https://www.jobs.virginia.gov/
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To join our Central Virginia Network Table or learn more about what we
do please contact Rev. Audrey Smith at asmith@gatheringwashst.org.
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https://redcap.vdh.virginia.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=FMNDC9TAN8YE4DWN

https://redcap.vdh.virginia.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=FMNDC9TAN8YE4DWN
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/child-passenger-safety/low-income-safety-seat-program/
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https://jjdheart.org

https://jjdheart.org/


https://jjdheart.org

https://jjdheart.org/
https://jjdheart.org/
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SERVICE NOT AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME 
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SERVICE NOT AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME 
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https://www.healthyheartsplus2.com/new/
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https://www.familylifeline.org/asthma-enrollment

https://www.familylifeline.org/asthma-enrollment
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https://cancerlinc.org

https://cancerlinc.org/


https://cancerlinc.org/esp/

https://cancerlinc.org/esp/
https://cancerlinc.org/esp/
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Program is now also available at the Petersburg Public Library!
Bringing Free Books to Central Virginia: The Dolly Parton

Imagination Library

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ugp9iIXqrcI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ugp9iIXqrcI
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https://www.cognitoforms.com/CommonwealthCatholicCharities2/YouthHousingSupportInquiry

https://www.cognitoforms.com/CommonwealthCatholicCharities2/YouthHousingSupportInquiry
https://www.cognitoforms.com/CommonwealthCatholicCharities2/YouthHousingSupportInquiry
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Duelo Latino provides 
FREE GRIEF SUPPORT in SPANISH. 

INFORMATION, REGISTRATION, REFERRALS: 
DU  L  

Duelo Latino provee APOYO de DUELO 
en ESPAÑOL gratuito. 

M

V

M

V
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HOW
Becausewearehurtinrelationship,wecanonlyhealinrelationship. Duelo Latino fosters safe, sacred spaces
forLatinxgrieverstosharetheirstories,relievetheirpain, create community & receive competent, FREE grief
support&education.Foraccessibility,participantscanchoose either virtual or in-person groups, for which
limitedchildcare&transportationassistanceareavailable, thanks to our partnership with Sacred Heart Center. 

ISION 

ISSION 

ISIÓN 

ISIÓN 
HEALING IN COMMUNITY.
We co-create inclusive, accessible, bilingual
spaces to share & heal our grief. 

We embrace our interculturality & strength
in community.
WE LEARN ABOUT GRIEF TOGETHER.
We journey toward healing, hope & joy. 

Acogemos nuestra interculturalidad y fortaleza
en comunidad.
APRENDEMOS JUNTOS SOBRE EL DUELO.
Nos acompañamos hacia la sanación, esperanza y

SANANDO EN COMUNIDAD.
Juntos creamos espacios inclusivos, accesibles, bilingües
para compartir y sanar nuestro duelo. 

W
RevIgmaraSánchezPrunierDueloLatinosFounder Co-Director, is a Board Certified Chaplain & Grief Counselor 
with18+yearsofexperienceincriticalcare,community&hospice settings in central Virginia. Yozaira León-Santiago,
DueloLatino’sCo-Director,isaLicensedProfessionalCounselor with 17+ years of behavioral health experience in 
community,educational,immigration lawenforcementsettings. Igmara & Yozaira recognized how the lack of 
Spanish-languagecounselingsupporthasonlygrownmore widespread because of Latinx population growth,
culturally-specificbarriers&lackofSpanish-speakingclinicians. As immigrants themselves, Igmara & Yozaira
understandthatthegrief&lossexperiencedbyLatinxcommunities is often multifactorial, generational &
traumatic.Thesefactorsmakegriefmoreintractableforan already-underserved population. Igmara felt moved
tocreateanaccessible&sustainableprogramthatcouldbegin to address this disparity in a culturally-relevant
manner.Tothatend,DueloLatinowasincorporatedin2025 with 501c3 nonprofit status pending. 

W
NOSpanish-languagegriefsupportexistsinthestateofVirginia. Duelo Latino meets a long-standing need 
inourgrowingLatinxpopulation&effectivelyreducesdisparities in healthcare. We accept professional & self-
referrals,whomwescreentobetterserve&connectthem with other community resources. We collaborate
witharangeofclinical,socialservice,educational,religious & civic agencies, organizations & nonprofits, like:
SacredHeartCenter,VirginiaVictimsAssistanceNetwork, INOVA Health System, Latinos in VA Center for
Empowerment,OfficeofImmigrant&RefugeeEngagement, Virginia Public Schools, VA Department of Health,
VADepartmentofBehavioralHealth&DevelopmentalServices, Department of Social Services, VCU Health,
BonSecoursMercyHealth,CrossOverHealthcareMinistry, Daily Planet, Richmond Police Department, etc. 

 felicidad.

ELO ATINO
 Igmara SánchezPrunier  Yozaira León-Santiago or
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Standby Guardian and Power of Attorney
Legal Clinics 

The Law Library and the City of  Richmond Office of  Immigration and Refugee Engagement have
teamed up to offer free legal support to immigrant families who may be in danger of  detention or

deportation.
Volunteer attorneys help families draft Standby Guardianships for minor children and Power of

Attorney documents to secure property.
Clinics are held on the 4th Thursdays of  each month from 9am to 12pm. Call 804-646-0145 for

information and to make an appointment.



98



99



Join us for free fitness classes! Improve your blood pressure, range of  motion
and overall fitness. For all levels. Coming to you from Sports' Backers Fitness

Warriors and the Healthy Living and Learning Center! 

Petersburg Public Library
201 W Washington St
Petersburg, VA 23803

(804) 733-2387
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Understanding long COVID
Anyone who has had COVID-19 can be affected. Long COVID describes long-term
effects of the infection, including symptoms that can last for weeks or months
after being infected with the COVID-19 virus. 

STRAIGHT TALK ABOUT COVID-19

What you need to know

Long COVID symptoms

GETTING VACCINATED for COVID-19 can prevent
hospitalization and severe illness, including 
long COVID, especially if you have not already been
infected. If you have already had COVID-19 talk to
your healthcare provider about when it is safe to be
vaccinated.

People with long COVID have a variety of
symptoms, which can include: 

• Tiredness or fatigue
• Difficulty thinking or concentrating (“brain fog”)
• Headache
• Loss of smell or taste
• Fast-beating or pounding heart

• Chest pain
• Difficulty breathing or shortness of breath

• Mental health effects

• People who have been infected with COVID-
19,even without symptoms, could get long
COVID.
• If you think you have long COVID, talk to your
healthcare provider.
• Scientists are learning more about who is likely
to get long COVID, how long symptoms last, and
how to treat patients.

Get your FREE vaccine!

Learn more at Virginia Department of Health Patient Education  
(vdh.virginia.gov/covid-19-vaccine/patient-education/) 102

https://vdh.virginia.gov/covid-19-vaccine/patient-education/
https://vdh.virginia.gov/covid-19-vaccine/patient-education/
https://vdh.virginia.gov/covid-19-vaccine/patient-education/
https://vdh.virginia.gov/covid-19-vaccine/patient-education/
https://vdh.virginia.gov/covid-19-vaccine/patient-education/
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Overview
Join the February Southside TICN meeting as we honor Black History Month through the Soil of Memory in the Crater region.

For our February Southside TICN meeting, we are honoring Black History Month by exploring the Soil of Memory—the ways memory lives not only in people, but in land, lineage, systems, and institutions. The Crater region carries a long and layered history that continues to shape how our communities heal, organize, and care for one another today.
This gathering will bring together community members, leaders, and partners for a collective conversation about memory in Crater: what the region remembers, what it has survived, and what still asks to be seen. This will not be a panel or lecture. It will be a circle; an opportunity to witness, reflect, and make meaning as a network.

All are welcome.
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https://jjdheart.org

https://jjdheart.org/
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https://www.tickettailor.com/events/peatc/1975917




$5 Suggested Donation
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Workforce Development Specialist Leslie Taylor from Sussex State I Prison will be conducting
a resource fair on May 6, 2026, from 1:30pm-4:00pm. She is requesting the assistance of  our

community partners to participate. Please feel free to contact her at
Leslie.Taylor@vadoc.virginia.gov or at 804-834-1408, if  you can make this event. 
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Contact Us

Dinwiddie Health Department
(804) 469-3771

14010 Boydton Plank Road
Dinwiddie, VA 23841

Greensville/Emporia Health
(434) 348-4235

140 Uriah Branch Way
Emporia, VA 23847

Hopewell Health Department
(804) 458-1297

1501 West City Point Road
Hopewell, VA 23860

Petersburg Health Department
(804) 863-1652

301 Halifax Street
Petersburg, VA 23803

Prince George Health
 (804) 733-2630

6450 Administration Drive
Prince George, VA 23875

Surry Health Department 
(757) 294-3185

474 Colonial Trail West
Dendron, VA 23839

Sussex Health Department
(434) 246-8611

20103 Princeton Road
Sussex, VA 23884

VDH's Crater Health District is a system of seven health departments in south central
Virginia.  The district begins 23 miles south of Richmond and extends south to the North
Carolina state border. With more than 125,000 people with varying health needs living in

our district, we work to build resilient communities throughout the cities of Petersburg,
Hopewell, and Emporia, as well as the counties of Greensville, Surry, Sussex Dinwiddie,
and Prince George.  Call us today for an appointment at any one of our seven locations.

Crater Health District Website

This Resource Guide is a product of Crater Health District Care Resource
Coordination program. Our CRC Melissa Diggs can be reached at 804-382-2667

or melissa.diggs@vdh.virginia.gov 123

http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/crater/

